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Shaping the Middle Class City: A Comparative Study on Ordinary
Residential Architecture, 1950s-1970s
Gaia CARAMELLINO (TR : 201548 A 1 H~ 10 A 31 H)

My work address the history of 20th century housing policies, forms, cultures and practices,
devoting a particular attention to the circulation of residential models and ideals between the 1930s
and the 1960s. It is possible to identify two main lines: the first focuses on the encounter between
modernist European architectural principles and American federal policies in the shaping of the first

New Deal housing programs; the second, investigates the residential architecture built for the middle class between the
1950s and the 1970s, analyzing the role that collective buildings and neighborhoods built for this social group had in the
processes of growth and transformation of the post-war city. Rarely addressed by architectural historians, this “average
production” met the requirements of a booming market, capable of codifying the expectations and needs of the middle
class in terms of domestic comfort and modernity and to produce shared and recognizible residential solutions in very
different social, political and economic contexts.

To broaden the geographic boundaries of the comparative study, linking the cases in a wider interpretative frame, I
plan to investigate the specificities and general features (in terms of typologies, practices, market strategies, actors
involved, professional culture, techniques, lifestyles..) that characterize the process in Japan.

Adopting the same investigation tools and methodology, the research explore the circulation,
hybridization, local reception/rejection of European housing and settlement models in the
construction of a number of large-scale collective housing projects built in Japan after WWIL
Through the analysis of these cases study (not only addressed through the study of the
design and construction processes, but also looking at the forms of use and transformation)
the study aims to observe the encounter between local domestic cultures and the foreign
models, devoting a particular attention to the multiple ways of their dissemination (i.e.

through the specialized press).
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The International Forestry Review Vol. 17 (S1), 2015
Special Issue: Smallholders and forest landscape transitions:
Locally devised development strategies of the tropical Americas

B.POKORNY, W.DE JONG, A. J. POTTINGER (Eds.)
ISSN 1465-5498

Smallholders and forest landscape transitions: Locally devised development strategies of the tropical
Americas is a special issue of the journal International Forestry Review. It contains eleven papers that
advance current thinking on the role of smallholders in rural development. The papers collectively show
that while there is opportunity to more actively engage smallholders in local development and
environmental protection of tropical America, this requires major changes in policy design and
implementation. Current policies allow only a small proportion of smallholder families to become
economically successful with the right support. Policies and projects better adapted to the needs and
capacities of smallholders can boost their role in regional sustainable development. Decision makers
represent the interests of urban, developed societies and they have little understanding or concern for
smallholders. Urban and developed societies, however, will increasingly face the effects of climate change,
poverty migration, financial crises and food insecurity. This gives grounds for a cautious optimism that more integrative approaches
to rural development will be pursued that put at the centre nature and smallholders of tropical America as its managers.

Modernizacao urbana e cultura contemporanea: dialogos Brasil-Japao
Andrea Yuri Flores Urushima, Raquel Abi-Samara, Murilo Jardelino da Costa (Eds.)
ISBN: 978-85-8380-028-6

This book treats the processes of urban modernization and their relation to aesthetical representations
and intellectual change in Brazil and Japan. This is a multidisciplinary collection from contributors of varied
background, affiliated to institutions in Japan and Brazil, including Kyoto University, University of Tokyo,
International Center for Japanese Studies, University of Sao Paulo and University of Campinas.
The thematic and formal innovations produced inside the literary and architectural circles are outcomes of
complex transformations taking place in urban centres. The crossroads and parallelism of the architectural
and literary traditions, as well as, the dialog between singular processes of urban, cultural and stylistic renewal
in these two contexts, compose the research realm of the chapters of this book.
These chapters treat, among other themes, the incorporation of the haiku poetic style within the literary
circles of Brazil; the influence of the Brazilian architectural modernism in Japan; the apparition of a Japanese
written literature among immigrants in Brazil; the construction of a discourse of aesthetical singularity in response to the reception
into distant regions of the Japanese art; the impact of the Japanese immigration to the urban transformation in Sao Paulo and the
worldwide exportation of an urban non-western modernity from Japan.

TABLE OF CONTENTS:

PREFACE: CENTENNARY AND CULTURE OF PEACE (Jo Takahashi, former Director of the Cultural Division of the Japan University in urban planning theory and history)
Foundation Office in Sao Paulo) 8. THE WRITING OF THE CITY: MODERNISING TRANSFORMATIONS AND THE URBAN PROJECTIONS IN THE
URBAN MODERNIZATION AND CONTEMPORARY CULTURE: DIALOGUES BRAZIL-JAPAN (Andrea Flores Urushima, PRE-MODERN BRAZILIAN LITERATURE (Mauricio Silva, professor at UNINOVE in linguistic and history,)

Raquel Abi-Samara, Murilo Jardelino) ). PRODUCING URBAN LITERATURE IN THE LATIN AMERICAN CONTEXT (Fernando Bonassi, writer)

. THE HAIKAI IN BRAZIL (Paulo Franchetti, professor at UNICAMP in literary studies) 0. THE 'MYSELF' INSIDE THE URBAN SPACE: JUNICHIRO TANIZAKI AND THE SPATIAL THEORY OF 'THE
. KENZO TANGE AND OSCAR NIEMEYER: ARCHITECTURAL STYLES IN TUNE (Terunobu Fujimori, professor SECRET' (Manabu Fujiwara, assistant professor at Kyoto University in architectural history)

emeritus of the University of Tokyo in architectural history) . KYOTO AND KAMAKURA: THE TALE OF TWO CITIES IN THE HISTORY OF JAPAN (Shoichi Inoue, professor at
THE MODERN LITERATURE OF THE JAPANESE IMMIGRANTS IN NEWSPAPER'S SERIALS BETWEEN 1920 AND Nichibunken in architectural history and Japanese history)

1930 (Shuhei Hosokawa, professor at Nichibunken in Japan-Brazil history) THE LITERARY GENRE OF SANSAKUKI OR STROLL ANOTATIONS: TOKYO CITY AND HIYORI GETA OF KAFU

©w e
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4. FROM JAPONISM TO MEDIEVALISM: THE FORMATION OF AN ORIENTAL AESTHETIC AND THE CRISIS OF NAGAT (Masahiro Shindo, professor at Otemon Gakuin University in literary studics)
THE MODERN URBAN CULTURE (Shigemi Inaga, professor at Nichibunken in literary studies and history) 13. MASS URBAN CULTURE IN JAPAN DURING THE FIRST HALF OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY: THE

5 THE FOREIGN PRESENCE IN SAO PAULO: THE 'LIBERDADE' DISTRICT AND THE RURAL FIELDS OF EVOLUTION OF CITIES AND THE TRANSFORMATION IN THE ARTS (Sadami Suzuki, professor emeritus at
ITAQUERA (Maria Cristina Leme, professor at Sao Paulo University in urban planning history) Nichibunken in literary studies)

6. CONTRADICTIONS OF THE MODERNIZATION OF BELEM, THE AMAZON METROPOLIS (Wili Bolle, professor 14, THE HUNDREDTH YEARS CELEBRATION SINCE MEIJT AND THE GLOBAL DISSEMINATION OF THE JAPANESE
emeritus at Sao Paulo University in history) URBAN DESIGN  (Andrea Flores Urushima, researcher at Kyoto University in urban planning history and theory)

=

THE CENTRE IN THE PATHWAY TO THE METROPOLIS (Regina Prosperi Meyer, professor emeritus at Sao Paulo
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