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The Last Photograph

Almost 8000 kilometres separates the Centre for Integrated Area Studies in Kyoto from
the Karelian Institute at the University of Eastern Finland. The climate, the culture and
the atmosphere could hardly be more different, and yet we share a number of common
interests and a devotion to area studies as a way of furthering our understanding

of the world. The distance between Finland and Japan is getting smaller - global
warming has made reality the possibility of opening up the northern sea route, and this could make Finland a key transit
country for Japanese trade with Europe. Government authorities in Finland and Japan are actively discussing cooperation on
such a project. Much will depend on our shared and unpredictable neighbour - Russia, which controls much of the sea route.
Past experience with, for example, the Northern Dimension partnership, suggests Russia can be a reliable partner in such
projects in spite of increased geopolitical uncertainties. It will be a
long process, but we

look forward to closer

links in the future. RERFHEF RGO RHRE T —
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Scholar at CIAS @31TH 2015F3H24H
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The Karelian Institute at the University of Eastern Finland Tel : 075-753-7302

Fax : 075-753-9602

http://www.cias.kyoto-u.ac.jp/
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