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Mexico and Japan: Trade Patterns, Production Networks and the Role of
Japanese Foreign Direct Investment 2005-2011: A Comparison with Selected
Asian Countries and Implications for Public Policy

Melba Falck

University of Guadalajara, Mexico (fEFI&I : 201344 H 1 H~6 H 30 H)

Fragmentation of Production is the new way at which Multinationals (MNS) are organizing production in the
21* Century as many plants scattered around the globe participate simultaneously in the production of
intermediate and final goods. Nowadays intermediate goods have the greatest share in international flows of trade and they are closely
linked to Foreign Direct Investment (FDI). Japanese MNS have been major players in these new patterns of trade and investment
contributing to the formation of production networks in Asia.

In the past decade, flows of Japanese investment have spurred into Mexico to the Transportation Equipment Sector. Nissan, Toyota
and Honda are major players in the domestic and export markets of Mexico. The aim of my research at CIAS was to assess the impact
of Japanese foreign investment in the formation of production networks in Mexico compared to those to Thailand. The importance of
this comparative study lies on the fact that as Thailand has become the hub for the Japanese Foreign Investment in the transportation
equipment sector in Asia, more local suppliers have joined the supply chains with a positive impact on Thailand’s development. My
preliminary findings, using firm-level data, indicate that in both countries Japanese affiliates are playing an important role in the
intermediate goods trade and in the case of Mexico they are promoting transpacific flows. However, in the case of Thailand, investment
by Japanese affiliates is related to a higher degree to the type of Networked FDI' than in Mexico.

Postcolonial Identities in Asian Cinema: Asians in Japan, Japanese in Asia

Andrijana Cvetkovik
European Film and Theatre Academy (&AM : 201347 H1 H~ 10 H 31 H)

My research is focused on Japanese cinema, emphasising the way cinema shapes the society and maintain the
hero system and gender values. I employ a model of examining the interrelation of socio-cultural processes that
directly influence the national and transnational identities conditioned by global issues, long-standing structures of

power, collective memory, as well as the displacement of people, trends and ideas that operate within a larger
context of the pan-Asian cultural map. Currently, I am examining the discourse between imagination, memory, ethnic and gender
representations of Japanese in East Asian cinema, especially within the discourse of the postcolonial relationship between Japan, Korea,
Taiwan, Hong Kong, China, Malaysia and Indonesia.
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Seventeenth Century Japanese Merchants at Guadalajara
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the Cathedral of Guadalajara

became important actors at Guadalajaras

In the seventeenth century the New
Spain (Mexico) had established close
relationships with Asia. The Galleon of
Manila made transpacific voyages every
year from Manila to Acapulco for more
than two centuries (1665-1810). In these
long journeys Japanese, Chinese and
Philippines traveled to New Spain in
the Galleon or directly from Japan.

In that Century, we found four Japanese
living at Guadalajara. Two of them
society. Juan de Paez, a Japanese from

Osaka, became the administrator of the finances of the Cathedral, he was the first to
occupy that post and kept it for twenty years until his death. He married Margarita
de Encio, the daughter of another Japanese: Fukuchi Hyoemon whose Christian
name was Luis de Encio. Fukuchi was married to a native, Catalina de Silva. Being
a merchant, Fukuchi was the nucleus of the Japanese group living at Guadalajara at
that time. And it may be, that the nine children of Juan de Paez and Margarita de

Encio, were the first descendants of Japanese and Mexican blood.

(Melba Falck)

The Schréder house in historic
Gottingen, a town mostly known
for its world famous university,
founded in 1734 / Wil de Jong
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