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Downshifting and Sustainability in Comparative Perspective

Dr.Jeanine Schreurs
Maastricht University, Netherlands ({EF#AfE : 2012458 1 H~7 A 31 A)

The main questions of my research work in Japan are: how do the economic
and ecological crisis effect the life of the Japanese? Are new opportunities for
sustainable living explored and developed? Results of this study will be compared
with results of similar studies in Europe and the USA. The second project I am
working on, is a qualitative study amongst Fukushima refugees. With colleagues
of Chuo University and Hosei University we make a reconstruction of events
from the moment people became refugees - by means of storytelling . In particular
we focus on the transformation processes in people’s lives.

My blog about my research work is to be found at http://doyoukyoto.

blogspot.com

Russian-Japanese Cross-National Marriage: A Step To The Global
Cultural Environment

7;% Dr.Larisa Usmahova
Kazan Federal University, Russia ({£FA#AR : 201258 1 H~7 A 31 A)
In 2011 there were 7,566 Russians in Japan. Half of the Russian community in
= Japan is represented by Russian wives of Japanese men, estimated between 3,000
“ and 5,000 women. Three reasons made them come to Japan: unstable political and
economic situation and a huge female population in Russia (53.5%); and depopulation
7] in Japan, which creates a “lack of brides” problem. Interviews were conducted in
N Kyoto, Tokyo and Shimane prefecture. 25 questionnaires were obtained via internet
(Russian women community in Kansai and Facebook’s Russian community in
Japan). The results have shown that Russian wives, who have lived more than 5
j[\ years in Japan, don't want to be the exclusive “foreigners” as when they were just coming to Japan. Russian image

in Japan has a very female face.
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2012 ~ 2014 Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (B) Representative Wil de Jong

This question is the title of a recently approved JSPS type
B project, a collaboration between CIAS, CSEAS, ASAFAS
and Nagoya City University. It points at two important
challenges that the world community now faces. One,
human society appears to have reached, or possibly already
surpassed, global sustainability limits. The use of natural
resource uses has exceeded natural level of replenishment.
Together, we emit more carbon dioxide, and other global
warming causing gasses into the atmosphere, than natural
sinks can absorb. This is causing the world to heat up,
with all its negative consequences. Tropical deforestation
continues in Asia, Africa and South America; fish stocks of
the world oceans are still overharvested everywhere, with
imminent risks that species like tuna, whales and dolphins
might decline to below natural recovery capacity; the big
apes populations, the orangutans from Southeast Asia,
and gorillas and chimpanzees from tropical Africa are still
declining because the poachers can easily sell their meat
that remains in high demand, or their territories are located
in areas marred by civil wars.

The world community, through its various international
organizations, has paid heed to these problems and started
multiple initiatives to address them. Generally, these
initiatives are called international environmental regimes
(IERs). Well known is the United Nations Framework
Climate Change Convention (UNFCCC), but also the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), which aims to
reduce the loss of species like the big apes, or any other
threatened biological species, but also valuable ecosystems.
Others are the Convention for the International Trade
of Endangered Species (CITES) and the International
Conventions for the Regulation of Whaling (IRWC).These
conventions are approved by the UN General Assembly
and signed by member countries and thus have the
status of international law. An IER usually includes an
internationally agreement like a convention, but also a
secretariat which organizes frequent meetings of the
signing parties to monitor implementation, as well as the
political and administrative procedures around such an
agreement. Signing countries commit themselves to enact

i + ~—-
Monkey (The Convention on Biological Diversity preserves wildlife
but also constrains local dwellers in their livelihoods.)

Flooded house (Local communities will bear the brunt of climate
change which may increase rain patterns and river flooding.)

national legislation after signing an international convention
to implement the latter domestically.

The second challenge reflected in the title, is how minimize
the negative impacts of the depletion of the world’s
resources on local communities, but also of IERs. Local
communities, especially in tropical regions often depend
highly on the exploitation of natural resources. Many
local dwellers live of agriculture, and their production
will negatively be effected by the consequences of climate
change, like increased or greater fluctuating temperatures,
increased rains, and more frequent fires. They will also
suffer excessively from disappearing forests and declining
marine stocks. But not only do communities suffer from
declining natural resources, they also suffer from the
restraints imposed by IERs that signatory countries
are implementing domestically. Countries establish
terrestrial and marine conservation areas and exclude local
communities to hunt or fish in them, or to collect other
non-timber forest and non-fish marine products. Local
communities are being expulsed from forested regions that
are now being subjected to protection for climate change
mitigation purposes or because the land is being assigned
for biofuel production.

The exact impact of IERs on local communities, however,
has yet sparsely been explored. The work hypotheses
of the newly started research project is that IERs cause
considerable negative impact, but that there is much
opportunity to reduce this. The project aims to reveal how
a better structured involvement of local communities in the
formulation and implementation of IERs will not only reduce
negative impacts but also likely increase their success. The
project will investigate impacts on local communities of the
UNFCCC, CBD, CITES, the UN Forum on Forests (UNFF)
and IRWC, in five countries spread out over tropical Asia,
Africa and South America. We expect the research will
contribute to our understanding of IERs, but also provide
meaningful contributions to increase their success, and,
most important, improve the conditions of local communities
worldwide.
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This photo was taken at the Lodi Gardens, a park known to be a green
lung of Delhi, India. Inside the park is located Indian preserved heritage of
tombs from the 15" and 16" century. These monumental tombs defy Islam
principles; rouse inquiries about the origins of Mughal spatial conceptions;
and inspired travelers to incorporate mausoleums to European landscape
design, especially in the 18" century Britain.

The karesansui garden of the photo contrasts to the exuberance of the
surrounding greenery and built heritage, stimulating a consideration about
India-Japan exchanges.

From ancient times Buddhism has linked together the two regions, followed
by trade relations that culminated - in the context of the Cold War - with
the establishment of Japan-India diplomatic relationship as late as the 1950s
period. In 1958 a series of Japanese gardens were built and designed in
Delhi by the landscape architect Mori Kannosuke. Moreover, a Japanese
team intervened in the Lodi Gardens landscape transformation during the
1950s period. A further investigation on the theme would be of interest for
the discussion of expertise mobility and globalization.

(FLORES URUSHIMA Andrea (CIAS, Research Fellow)
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