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Transborder Environmental and Natural Resource Management
(5-6 December 2007 : The Kyoto University Clock Tower Centennial Hall)

Where environments and natural resources straddle
across borders, there is a recognized need to establish
transborder management. CIAS and the Center for
Environmental Sciences, Leiden University invited 22
scientists at a symposium, December 5-6 to discuss
transborder environments and natural resources, where
bilateral or multilateral management is urgently needed.

The cases discussed by the 22 scientists included river
systems in Europe and the Greater Mekong Sub- region,
international sea commodities and transborder tropical
forest habitats. The analysis focused on regulatory and
policy frameworks, the negotiations and actual coope-
ration in transborder management, and the effectiveness of
the latter.

Where economic benefits or future damage and
consequently high economic costs are at stake multilateral
cooperation is often widely advanced; for instance in the
case of multilateral management of tuna stocks and
threatening future floods in Western Europe’s major rivers.
Effectiveness of transborder protected areas, which have
been common since the 1990s, is defined by the
participating country that has the weakest effectiveness of

its own conservation efforts. In tropical forest regions with
a lack of presence of state institutions and application of
the rule of law, borderlanders developed economic and
cultural ties with their counterparts across the border.
While insipient transborderland institutional coordination
of natural resource management is emerging, the outcome
of these initiatives are yet hard to foreseen, as they
develop in a highly complicated political and institutional
setting.

(Wil de Jong)
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