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Anne Androuais

PhD in International Economics, University of Paris Pantheon-Sorbonne
Senior economist, Mosaiques, Université de Paris Ouest Nanterre

The city: I visited Kyoto for the first time many years ago, when
I was studying Japanese at the University of Osaka of Foreign
Languages as a Monbushd Rytgakusei. My first impression was
that Kyoto is the Venice of Japan with rivers and canals and many
historic monuments. This impression remains unchanged today.
Kyoto always makes me feel at peace with its sense of beauty and
traditional mood. I like the temples and their Japanese gardens,
with Higashiyama as “‘shakkei” (borrowed natural scenery).

The University: Kyoto University is well known in France for
its high quality of academic achievements. Having spent more
than half a year, since | was away during the Summer, on this
prestigious campus, I feel the atmosphere of liberty of thought and
research work, efficiency and innovative spirit, which has brought
about a number of Nobel Prize winners.

The Center: The Center for Integrated Area Studies: As the
introduction notice says “research combines interdisciplinary and
comparative perspectives”; it is exactly what a research centre
in social sciences should focus on in order to have in vision the
“New Horizons of Academic Research” in all the departments
of Sciences. One can add also that the research is done in an
international atmosphere and perspective. In this think-tank for
studies with multidisciplinary approaches, I concentrated on
my research work on: Regional Economic Integration in Asia,
with aspects of environment and politics. This study was able
to be achieved thanks to the organization of the Seminars on
“Multidisciplinary Approach to Analyze Regional Integration”.

In addition to the development of my research work, I also enjoyed
the excellent facilities of the Center in its new building, with a
splendid view of the river Kamogawa with ducks, black-headed
gulls and herons in a greenery environment.
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