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Papua New Guinea : The Re-articulation of Space and Shifting Locality :

Questioning “Travel” and the Fieldworker’s Positionality on the Frontier
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Papua New Guinea (PNG) is situated at the periphery of the periphery in the world
system. The land and the people of PNG have been subjugated and represented by the
West. The image of PNG, however, is different from other Pacific island: an
“untamed ” male image in the former contrary to an innocent female one in the latter.

How have the local people become the “natives” in PNG? Three different stories
are represented by the author.

The Mianmin people, active hunters and aggressive warriors, moved frequently in
and out of their territory and attacked their neighbours. After contact with the
colonial government, they were prohibited from fighting and shifting territory, which
spoiled their cultural dynamism. The people’s enthusiasm in building airstrips reflects
their eagerness for “travel ” outside which might give them greater opportunity.

The people in the Black Water river basin have been encountered wiht the global
powers : first, the colonial government in 1930, then Japanese soldiers foraging for
foodstuff at the end of WWII, and presently the foreign tourists seeking out
“unexplored” frontiers. The local people are expected to play as the “natives”
and are gazed at by travelers while having little chance of travel on their own.

The Simbu migrants reside in an unplanned settlement in Port Moresby. While Port
Moresby’s urban space has been drastically developed and “ beautified ” by the gov-
ernment, the settlement has been totally excluded. The settlers, regarded as the people
“wrong ” migrants to town, are to be repatriated to their original place. They are still

3

represented as the “ natives” by the postcolonial regime in PNG.
I, as a fieldworker, am traveling and representing the realities (what I believe) of
shifting localities in PNG. I/We, situated ¢ in-between” space, should intermediate

the divided worlds to re-articulate space for negotiation and re-imagination.

* BIR DKL FKRKEBEIZ Associate Professor, Ochanomizu University
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