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Pailin is a municipality located on the western border of Cambodia, which is famous
for its production of sapphire. From 1989 to 1997, the district was controlled by the
Khmer Rouge as one of their bases against the Phnom-Penh government. The purpose
of this paper is to describe the history of Pailin from its beginning to its integration
into Indochine Frangaise.

In the last half of the 1850s, the sea-port Chantaburi on the Gulf of Thailand was
integrated into the international maritime network built by the British Empire, and in
1879, thousands of miners from British Burma immigrated into Pailin via Chantaburi.
Gemstones from Pailin were exported to India and Europe from the port of Chantaburi
which became a gateway that connected Pailin to the outside world.

Pailin itself belonged to Battambang Province whose governor was subject to the
Siamese Court in Bangkok, but most of Pailin inhabitants were British subjects who
acquired extraterritoriality. The Siamese Court never tried to control the inhabitants
nor gemstones of Pailin directly. The Siamese king gave a title to the chief of the
miners and let him govern Pailin autonomously. The miners were free to deal in
gemstones in return for paying 3 bats annually to their chief.

In 1907, Siam ceded Battambang Province, including Pailin to Indochine Francaise.
However, the chief of miners at that time, Maung Soy, was opposed to the French
authorities and acted like an independent king, thus Pailin was never absorbed into

Indochine Frangaise effectively until the 1920s.
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