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This article considers on the concept of “area”, on the diplomatic phase. In
so-called Imperial Era, borders were changeable, and sometimes vague especially in
Asia and Africa, because powers always intend to expand their own land and
resources.

On the 1% chapter, we consider on the transition of concept of Japanese “Sina” in
terms of the relation between China and Japan. Japanese Foreign Ministry adjusted the
meaning of “Sina” on behalf of national interest on diplomatic phase, and the concept,
authorized by Foreign Ministry, prevailed to all the nations through the media and
education system.

On the 2°¢ chapter, we consider about the concept of area on a negotiation of
so-called 21 articles in 1915. Japan insisted that her special interests were proposed on
“South Manchuria” and “East Mongolia”. But Chinese government did never received
this area concept. On the negotiation between China-and-Japan diplomats, Chinese
diplomat prepared a lot of historical “testimonies” to protect with this area setting.
But Japanese side intended to keep the area concepts being vague as it were, and these
areas were set as imagined parts of Japan.

Also on the 2" chapter, we consider a case of diplomatic area concept of the
Canton Government in 1917-1926. Canton Government’s diplomacy, in terms of its
diplomatic dimensions, was polyphonic ; whole China, southern-west district, and the
government’s own region, Canton, which means that the government every time

selected the most suitable one among those three dimensions according to situations.
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