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The Turkic hevoic epic, Chora Batir spreads among Turkic peoples, Kazakhs,
Karakarpak, Nogays, Bashkorts (Bashkir), Kazan-Tatars, Crimean-Tatars and so on.
In the Turkic heroic epics of Central Eurasia the enemies of the hero are generally
actual historical people. Therefore we can recognize historical facts from the epics.

The historical circumstances of the Kipchak steppe and the view against them of
Turkic peoples are also found in the epic, Chora Batir. Chora Batir is one of the most
suitable epics for the study of the relation of epics and historical events.

Twenty seven versions of texts of Chora Batir have come out so far, but the
comparison of all these texts is not found in the preceding studies. In this thesis I
analyzed 20 versions according to the following point of view : 1. synopsis, episode and
motif, 2. characters and their names, 3. description of historical events, 4. regions and
places described.

Then, I classified the versions of Chora Batir into the following version groups :
1. (1) Crimea, Doburca, (2) the Volga valley, Caucasus, II the Kazakh steppe, the Syr
valley. It has become clear that the concrete historical events conserning the surrender
of Kazan city to Russia, are described in Version Group I, on the other hand, the
historical image emerged in the process of the severe and long struggles against
Kalmyks is reflected in Version Group II.

Such analysis reveals how the historical memories of a region or nation are
reflected on the epics. The study of the characteristics of each versions is useful for

understanding the views of history of the Turkic peoples.
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