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The issues surrounding abortion in the United States have socially as well as
politically been heated since Roe v. Wade legalized abortion in 1973. The present
status of access to abortion is quite dismal, for the Republican/pro-life-controlled
Congress has successfully enacted numerous anti-abortion laws since 1995.

One of the recent and possibly the most influential anti-abortion bills before
Congress is so-called “ Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act.” The PBAB' Act prohibits
certain kinds of abortion procedures used in the late second- and third-trimester
pregnancies.

This paper first describes the actions in Congress regarding the PBAB Act since
1995 through September, 1998, including the medical associations’ responses and the
PBAB Act’s possible conflicts with Roe.

The second part explores the reaction of some major pro-choice organizations to
the PBAB Act. It is of interest to note that not all of those studied responded in the
same way, nor agreed on the effect of the PBAB Act on the right to abortion.

The third part tries to analyze how the ongoing debate on the PBAB Act has
stimulated honest discussion, disagreement, and diversity in the pro-choice movement.
The pro-choice movement is now at a turning-point where it should seek probably
broader perspective than the hitherto-dominant, single-minded “ women’s right to
choose ” discourse.

The last part then puts the PBAB Act debate in the larger context of American

general public perceptions and feelings toward abortion.
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Guided by ultrasound, the abortionist grabs the
baby's leg with forceps.

The baby’s leg is pulled out into the birth canal.

The abortionist delivers the baby’s entire body,
except for the head.

The abortionist jams scissors into the baby's
skull. The scissors are then opened to enlarge
the hole...

The scissors are removed and a suction
catheter is inserted. The child’s brains are
sucked out, causing the skull to collapse. The
dead baby is then removed.
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