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In the late 1960s, the armed conflict between the MNLF and the Armed Forces of
the Philippines (AFP) dramatically escalated. The AFP had indiscriminately bom-
barded, arrested, tortured, and murdered Muslim residents fighting against the guerilla
strategies of the MNLF. Their families were mercilessly killed, and were forced to
leave their villages and become refugees.

Despite the destructive impact it had on the daily lives of the people, studies of the
armed conflict have mainly focused on the ethnic resurgence of the Muslim Filipinos.
There are insightful explanations concerning the problems of leadership or the ideolog-
ical aspects of the separatist movement. However, examination of the destructive
nature of the conflict in regard to the local people has been lacking. There has been
little reflection incorporating the subjective experiences of the victims.

Therefore, this paper reveals the perspective of the people who experienced
destruction and reconstruction of their daily lives during the armed conflicts by
interviewing 28 Muslim women in the South Cotabato region. Their stories were
collected from March 1995 to March 1996.

For most Muslim women in the region, the armed separatist movement did not
only symbolize the quest for independence or autonomous government. Nor was it
solely to protect the homeland or Islam. Their main focus was to protect their children
and to survive. In the process of finding the means for survival, they changed some of
their social values in order to adapt to the new environment. Thus, this paper tries to
integrate the stories and experiences of the Muslim women into a discussion of conflict

and social change.
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Total |Maguin-|Samal Tausog|Sangil |Maranao{Cebuano| Panay-|Samar-|Tagalog|Ilocano {B'laan {T’boli |Mancbo
danao Hiligaynon | Leyte
AR NEEEE Y EERE 11 R

1948 439, 700 na.| na.| na. naj na.| 4,000 47,600 1,400( 8,700| 30,100 n.a.| n.a.] na
Cotabato
(%) 100 - - - - - 10.9 10.8 0.3 2.0 6.8 - - -
1960 1,029,100) 312,200 2,200 1,100 600 6,400(151,800| 222,900| 6,000{ 22,200{ 98,000| 78,800{ 8,400| 11,312
Cotabato
(%) 100 30.3 0.2 0.1 () - 147 217 0.6 2.2 9.5 7.7 0.8 1.1
1970% 466,100) 22,700 n.a 355 1,300 1,300{122,600] 187,300| 11,000| 14,500| 39,400| 29,200 13,100{ 900
S.Cotabato
(%) 100 49/ - 0.1 0.3 0.3 26.3 40.2 2.4 3.1 85 6.3 2.8 02
1975° 586,900( 22,200 n.a 700/ 1,000] n.a.|157,500{ 229,100| 5,600 16,600{ 45,100( 40,900 32,000| n.a
S.Cotabato|
(%) 100 3.8 - 0.1 0.2 - 26.8 39.0 9.5 2.8 7.7 7.0 5.5 -
1990*** |1,071,100) 38,200, 1,100{ 1,900 2,400/ 5,000|383,100| 374,800| 5,900 29,100 53,800/ 64,000| 50,300 1,900
S.Cotabato|
(%) 100 3.6 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.5 35.8 35.0 0.6 2.7 5.0 6.0 50 02
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