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In Asia it is very easy to encounter the relics of the Japanese Empire. The
Japanese army made use of the studies of anthropologists, and some anthropologists
cooperated with the army to do fieldwork in the colonies and occupied areas. Espe-
cially during the war years, the Japanese government encouraged area studies.

Between 1943 and 1945 the ethnological institute was established in Tokyo, and
organized much of this research. The Japanese army had requested the institute to
undertake the ethnographical studies of areas which the Japanese army controlled. In
this paper, I have examined research organizations during the war. As for Japanese
colonial policy, I think there were two directions with regard to control and governing
of the occupied territories and colonies. In areas where Japanese control was fully
established, there was no need for research of the local culture since the colonial
government strongly pushed for assimilation. Most of the studies were undertaken on
areas which the army was contemplating attacking or occupying. It was in these areas
that the military felt the greatest need for research to understand the condition of the
target area. As a result of this, a number of peripheral areas were researched academi-
cally. After the war, these studies were seen as purely academic, and they were
included in the category of “area studies.” In my view, although the names were '
changed, there is a strong continuity between studies before the war and after the war.
If the paradigm of Clausewitz is still regarded as true, war is simply a different form
of struggle and policy. In the post-colonial era, we confront the same kind of problems.
In this paper my analysis of the wartime activities is also a contribution to a better

understanding of the links with post-war academic studies.

* FDERE ARIBARE#B#I#  Associate Professor, Wako University
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