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After the collapse of the Soviet Union, the re-examination of the history, which had
begun in the period of the perestroika and glasnost’ policy with very natural desire to
know the true facts of their history, has had a tendency to overestimate the ‘national’
factor in some Newly Independent States.

In the case of Uzbekistan, such a tendency is observed typically in the rehabilita-
tion and re-evaluation of Timur. Timur, who had been a brutal conqueror in Soviet
historiography, became a brave warrior, merciful educator and wise governor—a
new national hero. Proper mention is scarcely made of the national or ethnic back-
ground of Timur and the origin of the formation of Uzbek people.

Similarly, the definition of the Basmachi movement changed dramatically from

11

“ an anti-revolutionary reactionary nationalistic movement ” to “ a national liberation
movement ” and now it is called ‘Istiqlol¢ilik harakati’ (a movement for indepen-
dence). Here again historians tend intentionally to equate the aims of the movement
with the existence of independent Uzbekistan, without paying careful attention to the
differences between that time and today in the concept of the ‘nation’.

The author does not intend to take an approach to the movement from the specific
viewpoint of the national liberation movement. The Basmachi movement was the
epitome of the inconsistency and chaos of revolutionary Central Asia. Through the
examination of the movement we can find interesting phases of Central Asian society,
among which the author considers the two following points to be the most important :
to put a new construction on Central Asian modern history for the period of the
revolution ; to reveal the heterogeneity of the supposedly homogeneous Central Asian

society, which may provide a useful perspective for Central Asian area studies.
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