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Like other Latin American and Andean Countries, Ecuador has experienced dramatic
transformations in the last two decades under its democratization process, which started in
1979. As a consequence - of political transformations during the last 26 years of democracy,
two of eleven presidents (Abdal4 Bucaram and Jamil Mahuad) could not finish their terms of
presidency because of a lack of governability. In the socioeconomic sphere, combined with
other factors, the process of neoliberal globalization led not only to a general socioeconomic
crisis that peaked in 1999, but to the adoption of a dollarization policy in 2000 as a radical
means of attending to the crisis.

In this paper, the author tries to summarize and analyze the main factors and characteristics
of the recent social transformations in Ecuador, above all those that occurred during the 1990s
and after. The range of topics discussed here involves many aspects © an appearance of new
actors like the Indian movement after its general uprisings in 1990, civil-military relations with
a focus on the conducts of middle class officers who joined in the so-called civil-military coup
attempt in January 2000, the establishment of the Gutiérrez Government with the ex-colonel
as chef of the Republic, the situations of social fragmentation and the increase of poverty, and
some new tendencies in the transformation of urban spaces and local developments with the
appearance of local money, etc.

And even in the depth of socioeconomic crisis, it seems that the social situations of Ecuador
would become so radical as in the cases of surrounding countries who are assaulted by
terrorism, civil war and so on. What explains the Ecaudorian case? We can not answer the
question well yet. This is why some features of transformations in Ecuadorian case must be
considered comparatively with the cases of other Andean countries. This is a necessary task
for our understanding of the phenomenon. In this manner, the present article will be a simple
preliminary analysis for another more detailed study to be done in the future.
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