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Peruvian democracy is one of the most unstable democracies in Latin America. Its fragility
revealed itself symbolically in April of 1992 when the so-called autogolpe (self-coup),
performed by then-president Alberto Fujimori, broke up with massive support for this radical
measure. Winning an absolute majority in the Constitutional Assembly in November 1992,
and being reelected to the presidency in 1995, Fujimori continued in power until the year
2000. Then he was obliged to step down from office due to a corruption scandal involving
his closest adviser, after his second consecutive reelection — one that was prohibited by the
Peruvian Constitution. Fujimori’s self-coup was the only “successful” case of coup d’état in
Latin America after the “Third Wave of Democratization” (to use Samuel Huntington’s term)
washed over the region at the end of 1970s.

As for the main reasons behind the unconsolidated democracy in Peru, many researchers
point out that the political parties have not fulfilled functions for consolidating democracy.
This chapter reviews, critically in some cases, research trends on the political parties in Peru
and suggests some implications for future comparative study on the political parties in Latin
America.

The author divides the research trends into three types. The first type pays attention to the
incapability of the political parties to cope with the increasingly critical situation in the Peru
of the 1980s. The second one has a long-term perspective and analyzes the authoritarian
characteristics of political parties in Peruvian history. The third and final type of argument is
the revisionist one, which says that the political parties fulfilled their “minimum functions”
during the 1980s. The author is critical of the revisionist perspective due to its lack of attention
to three important factors : electoral volatility, Peruvian “plebiscitary” and short-term attitudes
towards political affairs, and the lack of effective consensus between the political parties
because of their antagonism.

Based on analysis of the Peruvian political parties, the author suggests two points for future
comparative study. The first point is to measure the level of inclusion of the electorate into
political organizations. The other one is to compare the characteristics of the relations between
the principal political parties.
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