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Patron — Client Relations under Democracy -
From a Case Study in El Agustino
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In this study I analyze the structure of political patron — client relations in the El Agustino
district of Lima (the capital of Peru) . The objective of this case study is to construct a
structural model of patron — client relations based on the functions of related actors under
democracy.

At first, reviewing the basic structure of patron — client relations, which are made up of
two actors (patron and client) , I find three basic theoretical actors in patron — client relations
under democracy (patron, client, and broker) . There, the patron gives services to the client
as the “policy” of his administration and the client gives support to the patron as the “vote” in
the elections. In this circuit the broker functions as a promoter, advocating the “policy” of the
patron.

Then, focusing on the “shortage” of daily commodities in El Agustino, which can be
considered as the momentum for the formation (or “reformation”) of patron client relations,
I find continuous relations between popular organizations (“popular kitchen”, “mother club”,
and “movement of a cup of milk”) and the public administrations (central government and
district government) . There, I find three concrete brokers between the Mayer of district
(the patron) and the popular organizations (the clients) ; the director of the neighborhood
participation office, the president of the ladies committee, and the members of the district
assembly. They share three functions of the broker that promote the “policy” : gatekeeper of
information, agent in decision-making, and gatherer of outside financial resources.
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FREREREERTOAWHIE L HF LT Twd, ERLALVTRIV—DF) L
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