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Political Change and Continuity in a Changing Society :
The Fujimori Government and its Successors under the Constraints of Political Culture in Peru
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The emergence of Fujimori’s government of Peru was a political consequence of
widespread social changes produced by massive migration, accelerated urbanization after the
1950s and reforms and changes implemented by the military government of General Velasco
in the 1970s. However, it was also a direct and unexpected result of political changes caused
by deep economic crisis, social unrest caused by insurgent activities, the breakdown of state
institutions, the weakening of civil society and the generalized discredit of political parties
in the late of the 1980s. Fujimori, as an outsider, once elected President of the Republic with
the support of the majority of people of humble origins, took advantage of a political space
opened up by such extremely peculiar conditions. He managed to restore government and
implement economic reforms suited for globalization, and to secure social stability. This was
accompanied authoritarian methods, but led to approval by the majority of people. The reforms
should have been destined to (re) build the authority of the state, which had been lost in the
process of the generalized crisis in the 1980s. In effect there remained a chance for Fujimori to
establish a new development paradigm and a renovated model of the state-society relationship.
However, his extremely personality-based leadership and anti-institutional / anti-political
practices, especially in his second term and campaign for a third term for 2000, gave way to
a more authoritarian style, which hindered the institution-building necessary for sustainable
development of the market democracy. His government finally collapsed dramatically with the
detection of his chief security adviset’s systematic corruption.

The article intends to reconsider Fujimori’s experiences under the constraints of deep-seated
political culture in Peru, which is characterized by authoritarian legacies, patrimonial traits of
state formation, deep-rooted political clientelism, elitist political parties, and so on.

* R FEREREA SRR R

115



JCAS EEEHT PR R IRE 7
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EHME T, T Y FABRRS YR E T B TR YWD HE R ALTH
A&y R - X FLAS (204 M 0t & ¥4y | [Basadre 1980 © 389] & &I
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Mg TH oo RERBARBRI 7T 14—V a2 LT, REREBEICE®RELE 2.
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Nrar=r542y VERE LTORBE NP BHEL RS 2 & T, KEH
Wb EEEEMCEESN,

KFEEIBAN R Y P 7 —2 RS EEEOBIT HHT 2 B A ORERICH
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HY, BRREIMNF—FELdRolz. BUONWALBEANEZ A Y b7 —27 04
TIIHEORERIZERINAZEZIIBNT, RFULTOEZEN, —EDNV—
WEATEI N — VR EE L, MERRCETCTHECHDE LX) & ¥ 5 EHER
BAET, WhOLHEAMBREROERIT. ERNICARLIF T TAVAIDOHT

9) 72k ZiThorp [1991 : 196 -197],

123



JCAS HEEM R REE 7

BZLVWEEDLEL 2200 HDOTEY PVA. RT 7 U7, [has [~ —]
ERICIZEANZBIBERIZIZEACHEELLZV] LIEHL T3 [Belainde
1963 : 16] ([ 1 i35#),

ELEOFBL R L7200, W7 IT7HBO L) ICHARERS FHoX—»1n&E
CHEEN, Ful s PELTHEZRFCHEbR, BTFXNEZ L IZH LV, &
EORBHPEFEINFZENE LTI 4= F v 7 8h, KRORBO-DITFEH S
HIELHRBTER Y, THREZERLBRREE, BRICLIAEOMAE
FOMD [IRYF] MAREEMEV), TLORKELBGEICD FRIEIRBE I LTS,

19604ER B Y- 0 BHGERL T, TH90ERDD DB HTBIE~ORERHE L
& RIS LT—B0ar bty Ahd 5 E# 2 oA % E§ 555,
REMEOD L TCREHEINT, XF22L7VEYLEVH, EHl2 [F—7] &
REDPOFEDNIEN LHEEREOT T, FRRICBEERE % Sl T 2 BHEIC X - T,
L D o TIThhe, ZLTHE L b, BWHEROBUAY A7 L ICHIRERZ BT
ZEF L b ot

RV—BIRBURICB I 2EE L RBORAL, BA TS AT BELEAEED
PHRLHBL—EDFENICLD, —HNEHMFEROTO V27 FTHY. 0
HREBFNOBELTH o7V o THBE TRV, 2 IREANITEORESD
BIWHEHFBFIRE L2, ZhFho7a Ve y M oHR2EB-2BREAILE D
B EDELRTV—FA4F—ThY, F7uvz VIELEROBMP I v
FAVERIBEMMLEORBIZEL Lo 2RO D TII Rh o729 LTHRA
CEREROEBEBLBEIVEDRTCELOTH S,

1930FARLARE T 7 5 AL L 7 RIEE RN 2 EIRUERIL, £ 8 L TRFH
ZBUGHRED LS 3R, HEVICRENTHY., BEEFER N2 EHE L - HELB
IZHHE SNz 60ERICE DN ARITEIR L ¥ U X MAREFHRIC L 28 M4
FEERID, BOEOGUALL G E MR TED L EHEL 227 7RO LT
v,
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