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Globalization and Social Mobility in Lima -
Analysis of the Re-formation of Social Strata and Space

Key Words : emerging middle class, consumption pattern, lifestyle, consistency of social
status, “global ideology”

YAMAWAKI Chikako

This paper focuses on the effects of globalization to analyze social mobility in Lima after
1990, based on research carried out by the author about the lifestyles of residents in two
districts ; one of lower socio-economic level (“El Agustino”) , and the other of higher level
(“La Molina”) .

According to the analysis, the effects of globalization in Lima are as follows : 1) an
“emerging middle class”, which differs from the traditional “criollo” type, began to appear in
the 1990s, 2) the economic differentials between people, which already existed before, are
expanding, 3) these economic gaps may increase through the reproduction of the social strata
based on educational background, 4) Peruvians have experienced American type consumer
culture by watching TV or visiting shopping malls, mainly constructed in the 1990s in their
country. In particular, the young generation, irrespective of socio-economic level, has become
familiar with the universal type of “popular culture”, 5) Lima’s residents are now forming
de-territorialized identities through the “popularization” of migration to foreign countries
and the accompanying experience of direct communication with foreign people and culture.
Meanwhile many people have taken part in international cooperation projects for development
and/or human rights, including NGO activities, by means of which they share “global
ideology”. Thus, we have examined the effects of globalization in Lima as a process of re-
formation that de-territorializes time and space in social life.
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EHPBEAL T CGBRICA- 7. 29 LTHEAELTE #7242 ) <R (“Nuevos

92



Wl #F4E ISKEBTEIHEBH LI D-NYE—Ta Y

Limends”) Z#&HT, UL WHIEHICBIT DR L30Mb% DDA L HHR 0 KT +E
KWHAEERARY) OB B2 B ST TV AR ZRANICIRET 2 KA.
T990E R UBEDO NNV —IZBIF 2B R E LTHRLTE TS [Tempol993],
Matos Mar [1991] Cid, #HKAERE (clase popular urbano) HSEH L %o Ty FH7:
U2, DWTEI7 N —BERENDDH D &\ ) FIRICT o 724 &R0 4T 48
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HTCWDHEW) ZENRTELI,
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DITCHIBHAD HIEAZ LB TH 5o NV —HaORBRL RS ORNE
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