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In this article I discuss the racial/ethnic elements of the time of violence in Peru. The time
of violence began with the armed revolt of the Maoist group Shining Path in 1980. The final
report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, which was presented to government in
2003, calculated that the number of victims between 1980 and 2000 was 69,280. One of the
significant points of this report is that it demonstrates that 75% these victims were indigenous
people. So there is major difference in victims depending on race /ethnic.

For the purpose of analyzing the factors of this disparity in the racial/ethnic group of
victims, I focus especially on the famous event of Uchuraccay. Uchuraccay is an Andean
village of Quechua speakers, where eight journalists were killed in 1983. The then Peruvian
President, Belaunde, organized a Commission to investigate this event, and denominated
renowned writer Vargas Llosa as president of the Commission. After this event, Uchuraccay
came to ruin through attacks by Shining Path and massacre by the Peruvian army. However,
the discussions about this event have concentrated only on who killed the journalists, without
regard to the situations of indigenous people. This is because there is major distance — racial,
ethnical and cultural — between Lima (the capital) and the rural area where Shining Path
started its rebellion.

So, first I analyze the experiences of people of Uchuraccay during the time of violence and
the discourses of diverse socio-cultural groups about this event, considering the post-colonial
situations of indigenous people in Peruvian society. Second, I discuss the some themes
observed in the process of historizing and commemorating the time of violence.
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