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People under ‘Ethnic Tension”
Migration Patterns and Livelihood Strategies of Displaced People in Malaita, the
Solomon Islands

Key Words : land, Honiara, kinship network, disglacement, the Solomon Islands
Mivaucar Taisuke

This paper considers how the “ethnic tension” that occurred from 1999 to 2000 in the Solomon
Islands affected people’s lives, by analyzing the actual situation of “displacement” of the people
from Malaita. I will first categorize the displaced people into three groups: (1) people who
had purchased land on Guadalcanal Island before the ethnic tension occurred, (2) people who
worked in Solomon Islands Plantation Limited, and (3) people who lived in Honiara. Second, I
will describe details of their lives before displacement, under displacement and strategies after
displacement. I will discuss where they preferred to move, and after ethnic tension ceased,
what kinds of strategies they had in mind. Although they had various strategies involving
displacement, they often selected the best by applying strategies between the monetary or
“modern” sector and the subsistence sector. This means that people “handled” the conflict
by rebuilding their lives in the most familiar ways. At the same time, the variety of choices
that were being preserved in unstable conditions made the influence of the conflict moderate.
However, the ethnic conflict also induced new conditions, such as economic disaster and “to our
land” ideology. People are re-planning livelihood strategies, and accepting new conditions.
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