COTHIIFDDDTIE RV, COTHIIIAFDDHD
—F =AY T HEEROENBIECOER—

#2 W O ® T

This Land Is Not Mine, This Land Is Me:
The Development of Aboriginal Recognition in Australian Society
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In Australig, it is a widely shared notion that aboriginal people have strong, spiritual and
unique relationships to Land. In 1992 in Australia, the so called Mabo Judgement was delivered
in the High Court. It is regarded as a major development in the Australian law. The principles
of this judgement were implemented by the Native Title Act 1993, This is actually a huge
development for Aboriginal rights. It is interesting to see the historical development which
eventually led to this judgement and how these historical incidents effect the enlargement of the
recognition of Aboriginal notions concerning the land. When you look back on history, it is clear
that the acceptance of Aboriginal people by mainstream society improved from the late 1980s to
the 1990s, during which time Aboriginal people started to claim land lights and gradually gained
recognition. This paper will explore how notions concerning Aboriginal land and spirituality
have developed, and how they are becoming shared by wider mainstream Australian society.
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