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Remembering the Tragedy of Forced Migration:
Continuity and Discontinuity of the Banaban and the I-Kiribati

Key Words : forced migration, resettled community, boundary, collective memory,
Banaba, Kiribati

Kazama Kazuhiro

This paper discusses how the Banaban in a resettled community distinguish themselves from
their familiar people, IKiribati (Kiribati people). In both legal and cultural senses, the boundary
between the Banaban and the I-Kiribati categories is quite ambiguous. The critical reference to
the distinction is not language or cultural difference, but their recognition of consanguinity to
the ancestors and of collective memory concerning the past tragedy of forced migration.

Banabans were forced to evacuate their homeland by Japanese troops during World War IL
In 1945, accompanied by some I-Kiribati spouses and friends, they were gathered and brought
to Rabi Island in Fiji under compulsion by the British, instead of returning to their home island,
Banaba, which had been seriously ruined by phosphate mining since 1900. At the independence
of both Fiji and Kiribati in the 1970s, their resettled community in Rabi became separated from
their homeland by national borders. Living in Rabi, Banabans have aspired to go back to their
home island even today. Also, beyond the borderlines, they insist on their own property rights
in the homeland inherited from their ancestors.

From the Kiribati national perspective, the I-Kiribati category includes Banaban, and Banaba
Island should be dealt with just as one of the Kiribati islands on an equal basis. Actually,
Banabans and I-Kiribati have common ‘customs’ and language. Furthermore, all Banabans have
I-Kiribati relatives in the Kiribati islands through intermarrige and adoptions, and they can
claim their inheritance rights in the islands. Therefore, Banabans recognize themselves as ‘half-
Banabans’ and even recognize that there are no ‘full-Banabans’ nowadays.

Nevertheless, Banabans will sometimes draw a sharp boundary between I-Kiribati and
Banaban. Also, they insist on that they have Banaban ‘blood’ while I-Kiribati do not. Banaban
blood is the justification for their claims to land rights on Banaba. In addition to the above
reason, Banabans have collective memory of their historical tragedy, the ruination of their
homeland and the forced migration to Fiji. When a contingent event occurs, which makes them
feel that they might completely lose their land rights on Banaba, people emphasize the past
tragedy again and interpret the event, connecting with their historical tragedy. Reinforcing the
collective memory and recognizing Banaban ‘blood” are essential to distinguishing the Banaban
from the I-Kiribati, to constructing self-awareness of being Banaban.
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So7-FEE. BENLEEE2EMLOoM WS [eg Clifford 1994; Lavie and
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ERLANVICE TR S N8BT BHEIENHBRICHL AL LFA—HRT S
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ERLBON S,
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BZANFANCH LT, MEE L LTOERARBRARE»L LY, BEAE, &
BN BBIOFEY E AL O TEANTOTH 5. EEFHITVZIE, BREIX
HLETHADOKBICHARAENEBDTH S, LHL., O EELNTE
Baniz o) BRHENOEENTES,. BREREY. dLVERNETLHK
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WO/ L DI, WNFNRADELRDIE, NFNRADTFEDE/ L SAF YN
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mamane WD) BEALZRAL T 4 FE, RN FANANTHBE (145,
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@RMANF NN LT, FEDELTERNENZH 5@ HIFNF AL, BIL
NFENNTHSH (155).

GORIMNFNACE T, HBRFEFa vyl TELUNOBHEEATD
SWAHIENF NN, EEZTRICELUTIENF AN R SRS (165),

FETHERIL, TOME. BETEHH. NFAO (] OFECE-T
REENLDDTHB, CZTOPLOETOr — 23, BEETHNBEMTHN,
IWNFNANE LTESTRERPFRESIN. ODFLEDA, ELTRERITD
bhlmpolz, 22T, AADVLIELIEHICT S [l i2owCTid—F %283 5%,

9. HANCIE, E2&L/NFA BIANFSA AL 547, FNFAANL
DB TL 525, ZNENOBRERIIHETII RV, BREANLMETH 51370,
TEGNFTNANBEPFHEOD DL S, BESR TRV, FERNFNAON
WIZHBHIESF VAR, HEA, FEA, -0y SAREPHLMIIAS, F
YNRANRY T 7 VABIZWXEETNEEES S TRHIENFNARBERE S
Thi, QLY FEH L LTORETHEMEI L SUE, RILSFASANE LTHRD
bNb. Tiabb [ &, BFHEHICL s TENIBLHDOTH %,

EHIC, QT AR T4 TEIE, —~BREDEIBALEZR/TDESL I %
TEGNFNANEDHIZ, A4 T4 THFL L TERINZY, FFav sy Lok
MasThb g6, BIMANFASANERLZ2ENE, b L, BELRNFINADRERAL 74
TICEENL LRI, BELNFNAPSBIMNFANANEBEEINLZ EICRD,
FEZHRICELUTARNCE Y, FHEE2RLT, DL, BINFANANERL F4 7%
BEWRT 220 ERPBELRVA, FRi s, BIMNSFAAOERMELITE
BB, SSTHRATATEVIFERFEILABIZ L v, WRIZ, A T4 7D
I, DEAEOINFANAIEEINDZLICR D,

= v Y EBHEAl (Ocean Island Regulation, 1939) 12X 5 &, [XNF N AUAND
AT 47 BEHM, BE. BEAETEVRY. #FT2 L TANFANBICEET
Ehwv] LWIRENH S [Silverman 1971: 144], 29 LTE R B L, HE#HO
FERTHEFYNAARY T 7 VA, AL T4 TOHBIIALZ LI D, FY
IWNANRY T 7 VANIE FENFANATHY, FRFICERA 74 TERBASATH 20
Thb,

AT A TOHBIZFYNZAANALRSIE, OITE b, BEENSFNAILES
TFEDELTERSINAZFYNZANR, BERNTFANEL L, RIZ, FO LD
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GEWNENZ-FLIFETHE, BREFIUANAZAOHERA» SETRICE 2D
b3, TOFEDDEe, BEGNFANANERBEINSLZ LR D, BECMA T,
FELRLHROEN, X a v ¥4I OBMICE T, NFNAOERG S T 1335
RKLTWL, SHICHAEZERQNE, NFNAD T IE. G IZESIBRIC A
BB EIThb,

3L, FVERIEBIFLE [NFAANTIa=F4 ] ORBELTEESRY B
HOHEE. /331 (Banaban Lands Ordinance 1965) %5 RTh 5 &, [ (%
FN) BOTROFHERDOTFHR. ERTHNIEERTHNh, 505 ZDRMOF
o NFINADEBIZD T, NFNAADII 2 =F 1 CRHOONTE] LikoT
W, X LI N2ZOHEIZ, NFNNAOERBERLREATHLFYVNAANS ¥
EBIC—MIZREZER (R1BR), RIS VECBORBEEN 74 V- N L BIg
T5BE, RRRROZICAIL TSz & v [Silverman 1971: 163],

FUVERBIBILZOHEL T, BRELTEDLOTERTH S, [EHITH
S2TII2a=TAICRDLNAE] Lik, TELRHREDET, RFavi(oD
BALZ AL LR ENEYT . HEL, BOVBTEOEETHERICEb LT
NANORESGHLIBEEZRICT S, LrL, E2FTRICBVTREBR I TV
LFEOICELTLEEETHN, NFNAATI2=F 1 OFBEELTETNE, D
PMERRIZBYTH, BFOAL LT, 74 V= APNFNAZEREND,
¥ a7 ¥4 OFMERSEFIERA SN,

LR 2ODEMLERERDL L. NFAAD (R F] CHLT, BB
NAOHBEBEL L) LT HDIIRETH L, BWHAFERB. NFABTOERE
BREREDRAR T ¥ € BAOBAEED BBAREBIEIRE o 720 ZRUITH,
HLERE & BRHRICA D IS RA TV EK L [0 H] P s vz a0
IoTREINA, £LT, RALBTHBELECIVHEKE LTRIAThFE
NFENRAREZOTFHIZ. HANCLONFASAE LTREEN TV oD TH B, #
LTy NP NAD THiL] & EHEICH DV, E48 %Il b 5 BN 2 2EH.
N2 BOEDNFANE LTOBRERICHBELRIZLTE-EEZORDY,

19) EL2ZHRIE. BEORBOBRTICE TI979FICHIESh, BENAEBEIERS -0k
ofe 727U WNFNAEREEEINLEI LT, 74V FYUNZROBE B EBRICESE
TEALLVIHIHNRDS DB, Fl2—FT, FEZFHLBUOPEL B2 235 & LAKME
EEZICWRICS . NFSAOHBHEBOWKICE IO VTWEL S LRz,
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53 INFNANEFYNZAOHIES

BH1AD [FE&BENFAN] O&TOFHIT [M] 2H4 0. WEMITITT
TNRFNANTH Do SHIZRTFREF 3754 OBFEERENE N F A0
SEEIBRICIER L D B ZORMIL, TV EBIBAEL TR, SHICBWTLED
5TV, FYNZAANDEED RIS, BFHRML EICX o T BROHMITE
BIBRIZIEASY 9 B [of. Maude 1977 (1963) ; Geddes 1983] *, 2 DILKDHIRIZIZ,
REEBROMBOSHFEETH S [FR 19891, 7272L. NFAACHL TR
. BEEAPRR SN THS4H L TIERE LR TBS T, BHMEAD
HBERE IV BWEEZ SN5,

ZOXIBRRTICHoT. ALDPELNFANATHL LHCHEBRLTEHRT S,
HHVEABRETIIVD E WS, SRRV RCLTELZOTHSL I 22T
BRI, FUNREGNFASAZFEELTELTAL, NF2SAD, HLEH I
FUNZIEATHTDH, L AL ) HEREROBVPELTNEZA 9,

19954EDF Y NABIFOL VY AERL L. [NF Bl e RedE] %
YN ZICAENIT NE A T 72 [Statistics Office 1997]c #D9) L8 FNEOER
D132, FYNRDOEIAELE DN, EOMDE L IELEIIATH 7",
WORHELPIINFANTH D, ZORPIZIE, NFINBRT VEETHEERH
DHELT, FUNZETNOENETN TS, —F, BERO X512, 198048
I2hoTh, FUNARST Y EBIEBELTELNNF AW, HSIE. FV
NIBELTOZ2A, SFAANOHBEREAL TWSED, 7Y ERBIEST
E-DThHb,

Wz, BOHNFANAD (] BZHERTWAZEZHMY SO L, FUNABFO
VY ATET (NFABEEBMERLET] LRELZWHEPEETE 5, N
NATHHLZEEBBIICERLROVALY, FYEBICRE I ERIFIYNARL
FEARBF TV LERRIIEVESI . Thbb, (L] OHCRRILESRAETL
PV, FORBMOMIL T, FUNRIFELHEHEN. HONFAANEBHRT

20) 5 VU BIELANFAAOLRPIE, THAN] # HREAL VY7 VAL L BfiE HICER
BDENED Tz, HOHORMEMS L, REM L AOHEEPARAL EOI]NFANANEED
BRTWi, HHIES VERTHRREL, FUNAREREL L, BONFNALEEDD
LIARLED ol AXDORENISTRENSFANTH S LFEEC, BEWE TARA]
2 [FEAL [VY7yVAl ThH 5,

21) BIREWE L2, T Y EOBBRFAR L2, ST 8BS/ TN AD ABE2ION)D 5L
TFEARZA) LA NFABEEBEEE L v B RV ihro GE28H).
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5. BBRLAVWEWIFERERET A LRI R LRV, o T, (] oHE
R g ICRETLHEIE. MOPOBBNIPEETHS ), il ¥
BIZHEGNNF AR, BS [WNFNATHLEZE] 2B LR LICERL TS, T
YERIEG I & B, A O ORI 2B E L v ) BERNER 2 B S,
ZNPHRENABESZEFLONE-0TH 5,

BIFPETBMEROBELTE, FUNAANENFANSANEOERIATHTD
D, BREVFEICHE TS EIERBETH L, SEBETONFIAN Rl Lw
DNEZERL [ FUNAANEINFAANTHL [ EWIGEIIIBTHY ZTH, [N
FRARFINZAANTH S| LI FEIIETH L, TS AOHBEIE, FHERIC
. FUNZAANOHBIZEINEBLDTH S,

EZAHP, FUVERBIZBWT [INFNRARFINAATH L] LRPRSETHS
Lid. AAORBIEZED EARTRETH o720 Iy DBEAHE U 5 W REME DS
Hbo Thbb, WFNAALFUNZAORINIBWCT, OB ICBIT 5 L
DERIHEA DV, NFANAD (1] OBEFAIMZ T, ERIWEBOLEL LA
LI 2h®mPH NINAEEARTIRIIERLROTH S,

6. BbhIl—ERL RN

ANERHEZOFEHICB VT, WML ERTH - TOIRPOWEL LT3R
REND B FIOEBITIE, AL 25E) 0L THEITHRAT 2 /5F Ao
OEFTMA T, BEMER ORGSR H D ERNWBEELT 2 R0 2 A
FVEBIIBWT, BROEAWEER. LERSOAMPEE, 20L XIHD
LNHBEEOBBRB D2 T, 7 Y EEBBAEEOE MM, BN EZ LN
TWb, MNBETENFABANOFHICL 2 AL, FRE2HEICLTWAEESLS,
LaL. HEEBIIBWTE, #EFLLTOoRBRREMIsZ LR, &
BEERINGZLERV, ZhEEER, HTFTAROTELBVRINTYS,

BEMICHZONATWZERIE, BRABRERICBT2BREICL > THRES 1,
B INBEZ LT A [HEE 1998]. AWMTRLAL I, BRENISES o 728
LREM—FIVNZBHSLLO 1 ROBBEMS 2K L EHETORF—ICL o T,
BEOBEUHER VIS 72O TH B, ZOFMHFIRIESSIC, EEREICL>THEEBOEL
FEENTWBE L), HRCETRITONRTELR Tz, Thbh, BB
STVAENPLZEN, FUNABRFICLDMYBEEINRLIELTwDE &)
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A& DBICHENT-DTH 5B,

BORORFERTH Y. POBETRLEI 2L, BUEDLNSL &) g
BAMGE SN/, COMERFLLIALICE - T, POTERACL > THEBOL
WAEbN-O L FAI. BEEORI ) T FUNZIANIZL - TREWERHRD
BEENLHIELTWBI EIZh D, MK, BAOFIEERAN TRHESEL. T
KNFISANOMETHLITRDIC, FUNAEFICBONATVE W) HELFE
SR Tn?,

CORBRLYTEIFRTLACH7z-oT ELHORIME LT, ALDNFNE
BT B EEEIELH I, RERORIIZ. BRNERE L ER(LTAZ L
23R b [ 1997: 12], 2L C, ] #&F L. Mo tiEEL HoNn
FANEV)ERLEINEFHO—HE LT A%IZES [HED] 2diF Tz,
[&Fy | IHEEHLHESY, BORXSZRENZ D DIZT S [N 1989].
SUYEBDANLEINFNAEERY, BHMOLMEBETRETHS EEERT
b, ZFLTHBANOEBL W) 20 —F V25 —RHNTHI. Ar 2lBEICHEES
‘oD TH 5,

72720, FUNRZAANEDEROBRICE o THEULBERBE, RLTEENZD
DTV, —HHREEIGDZ2 5, BUALZFUNZANE OFERE I
DRL, ZROERIIENTOLMEESD S, H2ED, BOHFRIIWIAL
ORERFEIF2, 3 HTIEL, L L CTvioiz, FUYNALLOEOBEHED,
BEENLREONELEROT, 9V EOBBIFIC X o THA ST Tz,

T4V HBHTERER, BEEETLHF )N LBUEHIRICEROHIT
Y, BENREMBAIRI S 2V LD, HEOHMIELZMZ TWEEWHIHAHEHLDH
590 —H. GROFIYNABHONFABEER, ZHITHT 5 AL DORIEWV
AT E o T NFNANC L BEROEMRALD L Y BREICRE SN 5 IFRI0 5 THE
HLHo, LHMlABRNERZEZRE L2 S 20RRE/RICL> T, HBUPALD
BIEVSEH L. BENGTIOTELE) BHCETRETAWRED. TE&IKCEE
FETERV,

BHOEROEEANERE DOT Y EBDO/NNF NN, Florile iz LT,
FUNZANOBEEL ORBEW YA L2, HADEFEE2E-> T, Axid,
FUNZAAD (ML) 2 THEELTCOWBBAERLE RO, FUNAALIZR

22) EBEHS K2 —E0B X, BENCHBLIETL TSI Y ERDAXICIZHE
WLERHO—MEE LTRB LTSI RO TH 5,

92



B RRNERORE L oA

BEEIND, NFNAD (L] ZHCEE LTRBHICBEV 2DHITEZL LD
Bo WINAEFIUNAANDERELZRL V), AT IRHEOM BN X 4
BH AX RIS CTHENLZRRM 2 RN EEL20TH 5,
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