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Bio-sociology of the Eco-tourism : A Theoretical Framework
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Ixepa Mitsuho

In recent years, the broad diffusion of ecological knowledge is bringing cultural influence to
bear upon the travelers who journey into biological reservations in tropical countries. The
interrelationships between the environmental conservation and the eco-tourism development
have been discussed widely. However, the situation is even now contested, e.g. debate on
sustainability, and the more detail sociological information on eco-tourism is requested.

This paper explores the theoretical framework of ethnographic analysis of the interaction
between eco-tourists and tropical ecologists. After giving definitions of eco-tour, eco-tourists,
and eco-tourism, the author distinguish the physical environment of the “nature” and its
cultural representation. In modern touristic settings the eco-tourists consume cultural represen-
tation of “nature” or its commoditized form on one hand. The tropical ecologists contribute
the production of discourses on natural environment through their academic publications on the
other. Ecologists encounter with tourists in natural setting, and the latter encounter with the
former in urban setting. Both ecologists and tourists take part in the producing and consuming
process of the discourses on “nature,” that can be schematized as a concentrical model of
cultural production by using MacCannel’s (1976) social theory. The eco-tourism as an activity
articulating between cultural consumption and production is clarified in the scheme of this

paper.
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