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The objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity are the conservation of biological
diversity, the sustainable use of its components and the fair and equitable sharing of the
benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources. It also affirms the sovereign right of
the state over development of natural resources therein and encourages an assistance for
developing countries including a new and additional financial aid. Thus provisions of the
Convention on Biological Diversity are closely related with other treaties on the environment
and development. Bio diversity is a key concern in the world trade regime and property right
regime, too.

To ensure a sustainable use and management of living resources, an EIA (environmental
impact assessment) procedure is indispensable. Almost all international and domestic instru-
ments require or recommend that EIA procedures should be established and carried out with
active, free and meaningful participation of the public and local people. Since a sustainable
forest management also depends on a suitable EIA procedures, related guidelines of ITTA or
the Criteria and Indicators of Temperate and Boreal Forest set out necessary conditions.

In Japan, concept of the bio diversity is rather new and it has not been well understood.
Although there are lots of domestic laws and regulations related to bio diversity, almost all of
them are rather general and not sufficient for concrete actions. The National Strategy for
Biological Diversity was adopted in 1997 by the Government of Japan. However, many
criticism have been aroused for the less public participation in its drafting process and for its
illogical and less effective nature of the content.

Laws and regulations on reintroduction of propagated species, protection of normal species
or semi—artificial nature and introduction of alien species or genetically modified organisms are
expected to be developed. As forest activities often involve these issues, a prudent considera-
tion procedures based on the principle of precaution should be required.
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