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The Pacific Festival of Arts has taken place every four years since 1972 and the eighth
Festival will be held in Nouméa, New Caledonia in October 2000. The goals of the Festival,
as initially set out by the leaders of new and emerging island nations in 1965, are to “1)
conserve and develop the various art forms of the Pacific; 2)prevent the loss of traditional
arts through outside cultural influences ; 3)provide an occasion for the region to mix in a
friendly atmosphere.” The past Festivals were strongly supported by SPC and administered by
the Pacific Arts Council under SPC.

The main attraction and most important part of the Festival has been the performance of
traditional songs and dances by delegations from various nations. It has further evolved to
include ceremonial performances, cooking and food, artifacts and handicrafts, contemporary
arts, tattoos, canoes and canoe races, traditional costumes, photography, film, poetry, drama,
popular music and a writers conference.

This paper surveys the history of the Festival and proposes a preliminary framework for
field research on the eighth Festival in Nouméa and identity in the Pacific. Examination of the
Festival will include such questions as: How do Festival performances of traditional song and
dance differ from those presented for tourists in the various countries? How do delegations
represent their countries through the performances? How do contemporary artists, including
transnational migrants, identify with the traditional heritage of their native cultures? While the
conclusion is open here, the past festivals are cross—examined on the above questions.
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