4 +rITEEORFIES)

¥-—U—FI bATE, RE(GES, KR, BABE. bERE
Z U S -

Democracy Movement in Kingdom of Tonga

Key Words ; kingdom of Tonga, democracy movement, land tenure,
overseas migration, middle class

Supo Ken’ichi

By the late 1970s the abuse of power by the estate holders or nobles in Tonga had sparked a
popular protest that resulted in a conference on land issues. In the 1980s several of the more
radical people’s representatives in Parliament began to question the expenditure of public
monies and passport sales to foreigners by government ministers. They spearheaded a growing
Pro—democracy Movement which calls for greater accountability of ministers.

The reformists and religious leaders organized an international Pro~Democracy Convention
in November 1992 to discuss the nature of the constituional polity since 1875. In 1994 a
political party, the People Party, was formed by the movement. However it was split by
individual differences among the founding members. Although the reformists’ acitivities may
not yet have achieved anything in the way of tangible political reform, they have brought into
the open many of the attitudes and perspectives characterizing the two sides, the government
and the people’s representatives, in the debate about political change in Tonga.

In the 1999 general election, reformists or pro~democracy candidates attracted 40% fewer
votes than previously and lost two seats in Parliament. This suggests that the people have
become tired of hearing the democrats’ talk of corruption and their own powerlessness.
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Re 77 2R LORFIZEDLEE I, SE— MGEIC L o TEAES. B
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WhhTwad, BABEDSZAE—- MNEARIZ 1KV, 20REHE L HBEKF 1T
KFEVTHEE, ZOMAIL L RES > THEMIICOIZZ, LAL, HERD
AP DFETIZL 00N LD DATEHNAR— FRBEALZE V), EEIFE
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19921,

BREZEORIIL2ZAT, WAVALAENS by TOER L BEIZOVWTOREHIYT
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bDOTHA,
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720, BREGZ o TV AHRDOHEMECBIF 2 BRT 2B 281720 Lo L, 5
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2iMi s s, BERERAOEFRUEED by TAEBIMCEEL, 5 0O4% )R
BERGERE (1995F150E0) O5EIHYT A LHEINT VS, BIDL D%
Szt oT, WEENI Y7 — FORIEAR, FLOREIRER. 7LV EFRED
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