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Constitution of Republic of the Fiji Islands and Way to the National Unity
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Following the election of 1999 Mahendra Chaudhry of the Labour Party was appointed
Prime Minister, the first Indo—Fijian to hold the position. This essay examines the significance
for Fiji of the 1999 election results in the context of the transition of the country’s three
constitutions and the political situation since 1970. During the 1960s the British encouraged
the growth of a two—party system. Ratu Mara founded the Alliance Party which united
various ethnic organizations : Fijians, Europeans, Indo—Fijians (All-Fiji Muslim Political
Front, National Congress of Fiji and others), Rotumans, Tongans and Chinese. Meanwhile A.
D. Patel formed the Federation Party dominated by Indo-Fijians. The Alliance Party led Fiji
until 1987, when Colonel Rabuka overthrew the National Federation Party/Fiji Labour Party
coalition governnment. This demonstrated that a shift of only five percent of ethnic Fijian
voters to the FLP could cause a great political change.

The constitution of the Republic of the Sovereign Democratic Republic of Fiji was
promulgated in 1990, and amended into that of the Republic of the Fiji Islands in 1997. The
three elections held under those two constitutions consistently showed a new political trend,
which is that ethnic Fijians have been divided and formed various opposing political parties
that pursue coalitions with an Indian party (e.g. SVT-NFP and VLV-FLP). Is this a
repetition of the 1987 political situation, or a new development? It appears to present a new
political situation in which Fijians are no longer monolithic, and to point toward national unity
through Fijian participation in a multi—ethnic government.
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5BETHL, LRRIKERSBOPSEZT TREEMEST S 7 1 V- R2UBE
&, By REFEROME CRKEENEST S 1HE. AEEIMORERERS2S
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BECTHEEEIL D 1B Lz, 5%AICi37 4 ¥ — ABE (SVT 313%) . —#%
Bt (GVP 4 3%) . PR (23#%) OF3TE IR L. BRI IERER2
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L) b DTholze ZLTRKBEEEHO LAY T 4 FSHEE N TV RV EMNE
Hah7z,

COEEBERE A Y FRERIIELGTHRI LN, 74 V- RERIFEEL
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(5) 19974EBIEEIE (7 4 V- BAEELE)
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BEICL.ED) bAGEENF A DORIENEB AL B, OEBE SN HRE T 14 ¥~
RGBT AV FRIEE. Dby~ 1BFE. 2OM3IBETH L. R D258
F—TUREANLELVRE SN S, FBRIIEET. UAXKEESE), 94%
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Bl o T, BFMEEEELARLA-BRIZIENDPLOERE T2 IFURD
VEDERN D072, 18THED Y — T8 —%RICHEEHRETT 4 V—BHFO [RikE
ABBOR] PHFEEENT, ZOINEEEVERLEB L%, EHIZE L ICHEESR
EBRICFREH L, [REF~OEF] OFL%L L7270/ [Fiji Daily Post. Sep. 28,
1997 : 15] AP LR ETUL -V TH T4 V- DEBEHFANOFERETRHL, 77—
Ty —LR—BLTHALCTEA » FHERCERL, BHOERT L ERHL .,

I 17 A EHIERIFOPT, FEEPRETHIEHESMB OB R L &
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1) Yok ) 2BEICLEE,, [VE2—] 885 [1997:17] FRA TV, BHI LT,
REHERIERELEARESRRO VT 1, BEAEZHBREOF+ Y FY 1+, B L 1D
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TE#D LD A AI3ER T X %\~ ] [Pacific Islands Monthly. Sep. 1997 : 23] &4 ¥ %
Pa— 22T, BRIZEEE o7,

DX % [HEEIFEL T a8 & LTk, [RERAL] [HIEBRFOH
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LALERESZ—FF —5%D7 4 T -2k oTid, WULIREEZE 2L E2HVLR
TEA Y FRERD., BFOTTHLOEBERZERTIBRLERTLIERIIKE
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D EENLREV, FEKEORERTIX, 74 V-REROERIORERILE
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ISEEE 4 BT X, FLP 34BE S0 CREMICIDEL h o 23T TH S & O
AT B [Fji Times, May 27, 1999: 6], T-BHAOHETIE, 1 ¥ FREE
R1058, 743NV 194 % 5B 3 5 75, NFP 340 573, 071EE B L721b b
S5 1mELMNL S o7 [Fiji Times, May 28, 1999: 6] L DigflH o7 T
72 SVT & NFP ~NO#H EH 19944 & B b2 2 2%, IRERE T20%E M L 725 4
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PHI2ERE. FOMICFLP FHOA ¥ FREEOHBREZERTI2RNIETINT
E7oh, AV FREMF Yy F) 45 [EOBE] (2552 2B ICIERDN
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ZMOT7H, ERTHA Y FRBBEBAEZ L ORHEZIT, 7 —F & —12k o TH
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