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• Illegal Timber of the Global East

• Will Japan, China and South Korea accept their responsibility to 
eliminate illegal timber from international supply chains?
• A provocative question

• A rhetoric question

• Let’s review some of the evidence available
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http://wwf.panda.org/_core/general.cfc?method=getOriginalImage&uImgID=%26%2AR%5C%27%21%3EW5%0A
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Japan's legality verification system, known as the 
goho-wood system, is not only voluntary but has 
serious design weaknesses which limit its ability to 
eliminate illegal products from Japan’s market
Chatham House: https://www.chathamhouse.org/publication/trade-illegal-timber-response-japan#

https://www.globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/forests-under-threat/?gclid=CLPOkbSwlMsCFYaWvAodfjUP7w
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G8 Action Programme on Forests

8 May, 1988 Illegal Timber of the Global East  
Kyoto, February 29, 2016

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:G8_Summit_Birmingham_1998.jpg
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http://www.slideshare.net/PEFC/pefc-forest-certification-week-2013-stakeholder-dialogue
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• Guiding questions of today
• What are China, Japan and South Korea doing to eliminate illegal timber from 

their supply chains; what are the trends

• How effective are these measures?

• What is happening in producer countries (because of what the three 
countries are doing)

• Is a comparisons of what is happening elsewhere (EU, USA) relevant and 
useful or does Asia needs its own approach to addressing legality in timber 
supply chains
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