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PROGRAM

Saturday, Feb. 1
10:00-10:15 Opening Remarks
Session 1:
Honeybee and wasp management: Cases from Asia

10:15-10:45 Nicolas Césard (ASAFAS, Kyoto University / JSPS Fellow)
Bee Tending or Beekeeping? Harvesting the Giant honeybee in Indonesia

10:45-11:15 Charlotte LR Payne (Graduate School of Arts, Rikkyo University)
Celebrating the Wasp Harvest in Rural Japan

11:15-11:45 Comments by Hiromitsu Samejima (Center for Southeast Asian Studies,
Kyoto University)

11:45-13:30 Lunch Break

Session 2:
Honey gathering in local context: Cases from Eastern Africa

13:30-14:00 Yoshimasa Ito (CAAS, Kyoto University)
Honey Gathering Activities and Their Local Significance: The case of a Mountain Forest
Area in Southwestern Ethiopia

14:00-14:30 Haruna Yatsuka (National Museum of Ethnology / JSPS Fellow)
Plant Use and Honey Collecting: A case Study among the Sandawe Honey Collectors in

Rural Tanzania

14:30-15:00 Comments by Kenichi Nonaka (Graduate School of Arts, Rikkyo
University)

15:00-15:15 Coffee Break

15:15-16:00 General Discussion

Sunday, Feb. 2
10:00-12:00 Business meeting: Publication and further research plan



ABSTRACTS

Session 1: Honeybee and wasp management: Cases from Asia

Bee tending or beekeeping? Harvesting the Giant honeybee in Indonesia
Nicolas Césard (ASAFAS, Kyoto University / JSPS Fellow)

The exploitation of insects as economic resources has led to the development of detailed
traditional ecological and biological knowledge, and for some activities the emergence of
specific technical know-how related to their management. The development of a singular
form of "beekeeping” of the Giant Asian honeybees (Apis dorsata) in Indonesia is a case in
point. Comparative research conducted at several sites shows that knowing how to attract a
bee swarm on an artificial structure (the "rafter” technic) is not sufficient to warrant the term
beekeeping (i.e. to control reproductive swarming and to allow the creation of the new
colonies). Taking as a case study bee harvesting on the islands of Bangka-Belitung, this
presentation aims to show the role and importance of local biological knowledge and social
regulations for sustainable harvesting and the practice of true beekeeping. I distinguish two
main kinds (and various degrees) of bee harvesting on rafter; one that maximizes honey yields
but not the regeneration of the colony (bee tending), and one that favors the development of
the colony for a return of the bees, sometimes to the detriment of honey production
(beekeeping).
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Is there a future for wasp husbandry? Celebrating the wasp harvest in rural Japan
Charlotte LR Payne (Graduates School of Arts, Rikkyo University)

Wasp and hornet nests are harvested from the wild throughout Southeast Asia. However,
Japan may be the only country in which wasps are kept in hives with a view to harvesting the
young larvae for use as food. In contemporary Japan, groups of wasp hunters gather every
Autumn at festivals that celebrate the annual wasp harvest. In this paper | present data on the
activities and opinions of festival attendees, and consider the nature and future of the wasp
harvest in light of this data. Although only a small fraction of the proceeds reach commercial
markets, the practice of collecting and rearing social wasps’ nests is alive and well in central
rural Japan. Traditionally, the wasps are not “kept’ for the entire annual cycle, but in recent
decades some individuals have developed methods of keeping wasps for all but one month of
the year. Furthermore, those who harvest wasps are aware of population management
concerns and take action to combat them. Therefore, this can be considered a form of wasp
husbandry. However, the activities of the current generation are in decline, and the practice is
not being adopted by younger generations. Active promotion may be necessary to ensure a
sustainable future for the wasp harvest.
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Session 2: Honey gathering in local context: Cases from Eastern Africa

Honey Gathering Activities and Their Local Significance: The case of a Mountain Forest
Area in Southwestern Ethiopia
Yoshimasa Ito (CAAS, Kyoto University)

It is believed that Ethiopia has great potential for economic development based on apiculture.
Therfore, many international NGOs and aid agencies conduct projects to train farmers and
introduce new apicultural technologies in the country. Such activity is based on the
assumption that a lack of beekeeping knowledge, shortage of trained manpower, and a dearth
of beekeeping equipment are to blame for the relatively slow growth of apiculture
development in Ethiopia. However, a common problem found in NGO and aid agency reports
is the low popularity of such projects among farmers. In this presentation, | first introduce
local knowledge of honey gathering activities and ways of gathering honey. Then | show how
people consider the place of local honey gathering activities in their livelihoods, and discuss
reasons why modern apiculture fails to earn popularity among local farmers.
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Plants Use and Honey Collecting: A Case Study among the Sandawe Honey Collectors in
Rural Tanzania
Haruna Yatsuka (National Museum of Ethnology / JSPS Fellow)

Honey has been collected and used for a long time in a diverse range of environments
worldwide. There are many regional differences in human-bee relationships, such as the
source plants used for honey, the shape and placement of beehives, and ways of using honey.
In my presentation, | will discuss the local human-bee and human-plant relationships among
the Sandawe, who are famous as honey collectors in Central Tanzania. They use two ways of
collecting honey: The first is collecting honey produced by stingless bees from hives found
underground or in tree hollows; the second is collecting honey produced by African
honeybees from a beehive placed in the upper part of a tree. In this presentation, I will focus
mainly on the selection of wood for beehives and its cultural and social significance in the
context of the second collection method. Then | will consider the possibility of a global
movement toward honey collection seen in East Africa today.
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